
(Columbia, MO)  Missouri total cattle numbers declined 300 thousand over the past year.  The January 

1 estimate of all cattle and calves in Missouri is 3.65 million.  This represents the smallest number of 

cattle in the state since 1952 when 3.591 million head were estimated.  The decline in cattle was influ-

enced greatly by the drought last summer.  The heat and lack of rain lead to a severe decline in pasture 

conditions.  Many stock ponds dried up and were not replenished throughout the summer.  This is the 

largest one year decline in cattle inventory since the 350 thousand head reduction between January 1 

of 1984 and January 1 of 1985. 
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The number of beef cows in the state fell by an estimated 100 thousand from January 1 of 2012 to 

1.757 million.  This is the lowest estimate of beef cows in Missouri since 1.699 million head in 1967.  

Milk cows were estimated at 93 thousand, the same level as last year.   

 

 

 

All beef replacement heifers 500 pounds and over are unchanged from last year to 270 thousand.  Milk 

replacement heifers 500 pounds and over were unchanged at 40 thousand.   Other heifers 500 pounds 

and over are estimated at 220 thousand, a decrease of 20 thousand from last year’s estimate.  Steers 

500 pounds and over are 10 thousand below last year at 350 thousand.  Bulls 500 pounds and over are 

estimated at 100 thousand, the same as last year.    

 

Calves under 500 pounds decreased by 120 thousand to 820 thousand , a 13 percent decline from 

January 1, 2012.  The 2012 calf crop, at 1.74 million, was 4 percent below the 2011 calf crop.  This is 

the smallest calf crop in Missouri since the 1961 calf crop of 1.683 million. 

 

Cattle on feed for slaughter market, at 50,000 head, was down 5,000 head from January 1, 2012. 
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2011 2012 2013 2013/2012

Percent

All Cattle and Calves 3,950               3,900               3,650               94

    Cows & Heifers that Have Calved 1,960               1,950               1,850               95

        Beef Cows 1,865               1,857               1,757               95

        Milk Cows 95                     93                     93                     100

    Heifers 500 Pounds and Over 570                  550                  530                  96

        For Beef Cow Replacement 300                  270                  270                  100

        For Milk Cow Replacement 50                     40                     40                     100

        Other Heifers 220                  240                  220                  92

    Steers 500 Pounds and Over 390                  360                  350                  97

    Bulls 500 Pounds and Over 100                  100                  100                  100

    Heifers, Steers and Bulls Under 500 Pounds 930                  940                  820                  87

        Calf Crop 1,850               1,820               1,740               96
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U.S. Highlights:   

January 1 Cattle Inventory Down 2 Percent 

All cattle and calves in the United States as of January 1, 2013 totaled 89.3 million head, 2 percent be-
low the 90.8 million on January 1, 2012. This is the lowest January 1 inventory of all cattle and calves 
since the 88.1 million on hand in 1952. 

All cows and heifers that have calved, at 38.5 million, were down 2 percent from the 39.4 million on 
January 1, 2012. This is the lowest January 1 inventory of all cows and heifers that have calved since 
the 36.8 million head in 1941. 

  • Beef cows, at 29.3 million, were down 3 percent from January 1, 2012. 

  • Milk cows, at 9.2 million, unchanged from January 1, 2012. 

 

Calf Crop Down 3 Percent 

The 2012 calf crop was estimated at 34.3 million head, down 3 percent from 2011. This is the smallest 
calf crop since the 33.7 million born during 1949.  

Calves born during the first half of 2012 are estimated at 25.0 million, down 3 percent from 2011. 

 

 

 

 

A random sample of United States producers was surveyed to provide data for these estimates. Survey 

procedures ensured that all cattle producers, regardless of size, had a chance to be included in the sur-

vey. Large producers were sampled more heavily than small operations. Data were collected from 

about 40,000 operators during the first half of January by mail, telephone, and face-to-face personal 

interviews and 77 percent of the reports were usable. Regardless of when operators responded, they 

were asked to report inventories as of January 1. 

 

U.S. Report:  http://usda01.library.cornell.edu/usda/nass/Catt//2010s/2013/Catt-02-01-2013.pdf 

NASS Website: http://www.nass.usda.gov/ 


